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Moon Jellyfish

Jellyfish are simple animals that have no brain, no heart and no eyes. They also
have no internal hard skeleton and are 97% water. Yet remarkably for all this
simplicity, they are highly successful and are abundant throughout our ocean.
They play an important role in our marine ecosystems, often accumulating in

huge numbers that can consist of 1000’s of individual Jellyfish.

Moon Jellyfish feed on plankton, the microscopic animals and plants that drift
in our seas. They catch this plankton with their stinging tentacles that hang
underneath them. Our Jellyfish feed on tiny brine shrimp which are often
orange in colour. When the jellyfish have been feeding well, this food can be

seen inside their translucent body.

While the Moon jellyfish has a very mild sting, one of the most venomous
jellyfish in Irish waters, the Lion’s Mane Jellyfish, can inflict a painful sting and

is often found around our shores.
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LIFECYCLE of the
MOON JELLYFISH

The Moon Jelly has two life phases: the sedentary
polyp stage, and the free-living medusa stage.
Adults produce a planula larva with cilia. This will
then settle into the substrate where it will develop
into the polyp.

As the polyp grows, it will eventually form into a
budding polyp, which will then give rise to the
ephyra.

This juvenile form will continue to develop until it

reaches the adult medusa.
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MOOI‘I -le"yfiSh Diet: Plankton.

Habitat: Open ocean.

Gealach mugairle réin  Lifespan: 1year.

Size: 30 cm.

Aurelia aurita

4. POLYP
WITH BUDS

3. POLYP
PHASE

.5 2, MOON JELLYFISH LIFECYCLE

-~
v r
Galwa DATA LEAST NEAR CRTICALLY | EXTINCTIN
4 i \ 1 i
Atlantaquaria



MOO“ JQ"YfiSh Diet: Plankton.

Habitat: Open ocean.

GeaIaCh mugairle r6in Li.fespan: 1 year.
Size: 30 cm.
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